
Template for national differences – Sweden 

 

Education: 

- When did the universities shut down? 

 

Formally the higher education institutions did not shut down: education, research and 
other operations continued. The education was moved online March 18, 2020. If the work 
condition allowed for it teachers/researchers and staff were recommended to work from 
home. 
 

 

- When did reopening start? 

 

Exceptions from online education were possible during the whole period. Different 
institutions decided differently, depending on the pandemic situation in the region, the 
need for campus-based activities and the local possibilities to arrange safe situations. The 
autumn semester is at most institutions planned in a hybrid way. 
 

 

- What have been the national demands? 

 

A need to increase higher education capacity was announced to the institutions already on 
March 19 by the ministry. In dialogue with the institutions increased study places at 
summer courses, preparatory education to allow for eligibility to higher education and 
increased number of study places at the study programs starting in September was put 
into place. 
 

 

- What was done in terms of digital teaching? 

 

Everything, including examinations were done digital during the spring semester. During 
the start-up period, or actually just before the decision to go online, the capacity for video 
conferencing through Zoom was dramatically increased. The learning management 
system (LMS) capacity and functions as well. The pedagogical support for online teaching 
was strengthened at each institution. 
 

 

- How has student well-being been? 

 

The students have in general been very resilient accepting the fast transition. The support 
functions (studenthälsan) have been in full function. The inquiries of both performance and 
psycho-social situations have been surprisingly positive.  Some students have benefited 
from the change and some are burdened. The most common complaint is the loneliness.   
 

 

- What have been the reactions from faculty? 

 



The staff at all positions have been heroic. Among the staff some have also adapted or 
even enjoyed the new way of working in a geographically more flexible way. On the other 
hand, many miss their colleagues. and all have not had an ideal situation to work from 
home. 
 

 

 

Science: 

- When did institutes/labs shut down? 

 

The public health agency (Folkhälsomyndigheten) in Sweden advised employers, if 

possible, to recommend their employees to work from home on March 16. This request 

was especially directed to employers in the Stockholm region. On April 1 all employers 

were generally recommended that they should direct employees to work at home, if 

possible.  

The recommendation has had varied implications for research environments and institutes 

depending on the nature of the work and the possibility to perform tasks remotely.  

In Sweden, working from home must be chosen in agreement with the employer so that 

the operations are not negatively affected. For the employer, it is important that work from 

home be carried out with work environment aspects in mind. 

In Sweden institutes and labs were not forced to shut down.  

 

- What was done in terms of research labs? 

 

The adjustments made in accordance with the recommendations of the public health 
agency have varied between research labs and the measures adopted have been possible 
to tailor to fit the particular circumstances at the local level.  
 

 

- What have some of the most important challenges been? 

 

Travel and international collaboration have been affected. Research requiring travel and 
work being conducted abroad have been limited. For certain projects, collecting data has 
not been possible to the same extent. The opportunities for researchers early in their 
career to expand their networks and their competences by working abroad have been 
challenged and to a large extent limited.  
 

 

 

Health authorities: 

- What has their role been during the crisis? 

 



In Sweden, the public health agency (Folkhälsomyndigheten) is responsible for 
coordinating and taking necessary action for infection prevention and control. Together 
with the National Board of Health and Welfare (Socialstyrelsen) and the Swedish Civil 
Contingencies Agency (MSB), the public health agency has had daily press briefings 
starting March 6.  
 
In general, it is not possible for broad limitations of movement or so called “lockdowns” in 
Sweden. The health authorities have had a large role during the crisis in coordinating and 
recommending measures to be adopted by various actors. 
 

 

 

Funding: 

- When did funding for Corona research start? 

 

February 27, the Swedish research council (Vetenskapsrådet) announces a special 

initiative for virus research to strengthen preparedness for future outbreaks.  

The Wallenberg foundations, which are the largest sources of private funding for research 

in the fields of life science and medicine, allocated SEK 50 million to increase corona 

testing in Sweden on March 24. This was later increased and expanded to a total of SEK 

110 million, supporting an open call for proposals early April, leading to the launch of a 

national Covid-19 research program May 6 consisting of 67 research projects. 

March 26, the Research Council for Environment, Agricultural Sciences and Spatial 

Planning (FORMAS) launched an urgent call for proposals to secure access to data or 

research materials. The Swedish research council for Health Working Life and Welfare 

(FORTE) joined the call June 30. 

March 27, the Swedish research council Vetenskapsrådet announced that previously 

funded grants may be diverted for research relating to Sars.CoV-2 and Covid-19 whatever 

the project idea the funds were awarded for to begin with. This research should be 

conducted from April 1 to July 31. 

March 27, the Swedish innovation agency (Vinnova) launches a call for innovations to 

mitigate the crisis focusing on social benefits and economic recovery. 

April 15, the government mandates the Swedish research council in collaboration with 

Sweden's Innovation Agency to fund research actions in response to the corona pandemic 

with a budget of SEK 100 million. 

Independent of the government mandate, the Swedish research council announced a SEK 

100 million initiative to strengthen basic virology research and fundamental disease 

mechanisms caused by viruses on April 16. 

April 22, the Research Council for Environment, Agricultural Sciences and Spatial Planning in 

collaboration with the Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency (MSB), announces a call for 



proposals on societal effects and opportunities for transition after Covid-19.  

 

- How was the hastily generated Corona research funded and initiated? 

 

Funding was provided from varied sources, from public and private organizations, and also 
in the form of repurposing existing funding and in the form of new investments. 
 

 

- How has it been coordinated nationally? 

 

April 23, the Swedish research council is mandated by the government to strengthen the 
ability to support clinical studies linked to COVID-19, to survey the needs of the healthcare 
sector in order to promote starting or participating in clinical studies, as well as to 
continuously collect and publish the clinical studies conducted, nationally and within 
Europe. 
 
April 30, the Swedish research council is mandated by the government to coordinate the 
Swedish participation in the European covid-19 data platform as part of the European 
open science cloud. The portal is nationally coordinated and operated by SciLifeLab and 
was launched on June 3.  
 
May 6, SciLifeLab National Covid-19 research program launched, consisting of 9 research 
with appointed directors and coordinators. 
 
September 1, the Swedish research council funds Biobank Sweden to coordinate the 
collection and access to samples in connection to covid-19. The coordinated, standardized 
yet geographically distributed samples collection, is to provide centralized access to 
information through the covid-19 data portal and the European biobank collaboration. 
 

 

- What has been the role of private enterprises? 

 

During the acute phase of the pandemic economic uncertainties created a general 
concern that private public research collaborations would be affected. Some private 
partners signaled that they would need to await market developments before continuing 
their research collaborations. 
 
Due to negative market developments the revenues of private foundations have been 
affected and in turn expected to impact research funding available 2021-2022. The 
research funding available for the coming years from independent foundations are 
expected to reduce or default.  
 

 

- What themes have the projects revolved around? 

 

Early funding actions focused on testing and data collection. Reoccurring themes have 
been pandemic preparedness, societal resilience, biobanking, medical devices, treatment 



methods, medicines, vaccines, diagnostics, transmission, epidemiology and public health. 
  

 

 

Policy advisory: 

- In what ways has research contributed to the national political decision making? 

 

March 31, the public health agency formed an advisory reference group with experts in 
response to the ongoing pandemic. The group included experts in infection prevention and 
control, epidemiology, virology and clinical infection medicine and was tasked to support 
the agency’s work with the pandemic.  
In general, in Sweden the public health agency has an important role in forming the 
measures adopted.  
 

 

- How has the weight distribution been between research/policy? 

 

Research and evidence-based approaches have had a large impact on the policies 
adopted in Sweden. 
 

 

 

Private sector 

 

- What effects have the developments had in the private sector? 

 

In general, negative effects. More for some sectors than others and more for companies 

having global value chains and a global market. But the ambition for the Swedish industry 

is to increase funding of R&D. Today the industry funds are more than 60% of all R&D in 

Sweden and the goal is to increase this number. 

 

 


